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came the return of the Medici to Florence, and her uncle,
Giuliano, became ruler of the State; and in the following year
that rule passed to her brother, Lorenzo.

Clarice was the first mistress of the handsome Strozzi Palace
in the Via Tornabuoni, which, begun twenty years before,
was first occupied when in 1510 she and her husband were
allowed to return to Florence, though it was not finally com-
pleted until 1536.

In' 1513 her uncle Giovanni became Pope, and being a
favourite with him, Clarice was often in Rome during the
years of his pontificate. In 1519, when she was twenty-six,
her brother Lorenzo died, and her distant relative, Cardinal
Giulio de' Medici, whom she cordially detested, came to ad-
minister Florentine affairs. And when in 1523 he became Pope,
Clarice had opportunities of seeing the gradual working of his
policy as regards Florence, and the change of feeling towards
her family which it produced.

We hear of her again in Rome in 1524, where for some time
she resided, taking charge of her brother Lorenzo's only
child, Catherine, then five years old. But in 1525, affairs in
Rome after the battle of Pavia becoming unsettled, Clarice
returned to Florence, where she had the mortification of seeing
that palace which was associated in her mind with all the
glory of her family occupied by the two illegitimate scions of
the family, Ippolito and Alessandro, and their guardian, Car-
dinal Passciini, Pope Clement's representative.

In the following year Clarice by her boldness and resource
saved her husband's life; not the only occasion of the kind
during her life. When in September 1526 the Colonna forced
Clement to give hostages as a guarantee of his good faith, the
latter gave as a hostage his friend, Filippo Strozzi, who was
then in Rome; and when Clement broke his agreement and
committed his atrocious attack on the Colonna,1 Strozzi's life
was m the greatest danger. Clarice, who had remained in
Florence much out of health, as soon as she heard this news
got into her litter, travelled with all speed to Rome (where she